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Deepa Balsaver is a writer and illustrator. She has been working 
with the Avehi-Abacus Project for the last 20 years and has also 
been a consultant with a number of other educational projects. 

Pritl Rajwade is a graphic designer living and working in 
Bangalore. As a mother of a young daughter, she has been drawn 
more and more to designing educational material for children. 



The AvehbAbatus project works with teachers and children to make 
school education more relevant and interesting, 

StJngat;, a series of teach! ngdearning kits developed by the project, 
is currently being used in more chan nine hundred municipal schools 
in Mumbai. Avehi -Abacus has also developed a curriculum for 
teacher education, and is pan of the nationwide campaign to make 
equal quality education available to all children in India. 
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[mperor Akbar was watching a group of learned men in 
serious discussion. He turned to Birbal and said, "Birbal, 

I am not smart enough. There are so many things that I 
do not know, I want to (earn everything! Arrange for me 
to start classes tomorrow, 1 ' 
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Next morning when the emperor entered 
the durbar, he was greeted by an amazing 
sight. The hall was filled with all kinds 
of people. There were children and old 
people, housewives and washerwomen, 
farmers and rag pickers, cowherds 
and merchants, vendors and scribes, 
simpletons and sages and more people 
than can be named. 






"What is the meaning of this?" thundered the emperor. "I asked 
you to bring people who could teach me and you fill iny palace 
with half the kingdom? Explain yourself)" 



' I am sorry, Your Highness, I am only following your orders" 
replied Birbal. "Begging your pardon, but does Your Highness 
know how to amuse himself for hours playing in the sand?" 

"No! What does that have to do with anything?" 
spluttered the emperor. 



"Does Your Highness know how to manage a house on a poor 
man's budget? Or how to get stains off clothes?" 

"Of course not!" replied Akbar. 







"No, no, no, a thousand times noj" shouLed the 
emperor, red with rage. 
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"Does Your Highness know when to plant and water 
each crop; or how to sort through waste and find 
what is useful; or know where the greenest pastures 
are; or where to get the best deal for our produce; or 
how to write a word so beautifully that it looks like 
a picture. 







"Then Your Highness," said Birbal calmly, "everyone in this room has 
something to teach you. Everyone knows something that no one else 
does. Everyone has some skill, some knowledge, some quality of head 
or heart that is special. So everyone can be a teacher and everyone 
a student!" 

The emperor now understood what Birbal meant. He chuckled. 

"Then you are a learner too, Birbal? I thought that no one could teach 
you anything!" 

"On the contrary, Jahanpanah, I am always learning," replied Birbal, 
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Walking towards the crowd, Birbal took an old woman by the hand. 
He led her to the emperor. "Your Highness, Lhis is one of my first and 
best teachers." 

The old woman greeted the emperor and said, "Huzoor, the wise 
know that it is not possible to learn everything. But everyone can and 
should learn how to be a good human being! 1 ' 

Emperor Akbar was humbled by the simplicity of the old woman's 
words. He bowed before her and turning to Birbal, said, "Truly you are 
fortunate to have such a wise teacher. Won’t you tell me who she is?" 

Birbal replied, "She is " 

Who do you think she was? 
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Eklavya is a non -govern menial registered society working in 
the fields of education and peoples' science since its inception 
in 1982. Its main aim is to develop educational practices and 
materials that are related to a child's environment, and are based 
on play, activities and creative learning. 

In the past few years Eklavya has extended its area of work 
to include publishing. We regularly bring out the following 
periodicals: Cbakmak, a monthly science magazine for children; 
Srate, a science and technology news feature; and Scmdorbh, a 
bimonthly on education. In addition to titles on education and 
popular science and creative activity books for children, we 
develop and publish books on wider issues of development. 

Please send your comments and suggestions about the content and 
design of this book. This will help us make our future publications 
more attractive, interesting and useful. 

Contact: books@eklavya.in 

F.- 10, 8DA Colony Shankar Nagar, Shivaji Nagar, Bhopal (MP) 462 016 
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Emperor Akbar is unhappy. There are so many 
things he does not know. He wants to learn 
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Who will teach the emperor? 
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A simple story about teaching and learning, 
For the teacher and the learner . . , in each 
one i 
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